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Background:

- Civil and political unrest after the assassination of Jorge
Gaitan in Colombia in 1948 (La Violencia).

- U.S military support sent by Eisenhower.
- Creation of clandestine fighting groups.
- Lack of oversight of these paramilitary groups.

Thesis
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Thesis Statement:
The close association between the Colombian government
and the death squads has resulted in the lack of prosecution
of these paramilitary forces for their crimes.

§ Dudley S. Steven, Walking Ghosts: Murder and Guerrilla

Secondary Sources I

Politics in Colombia, New York: Routledge, 2003.

§ Summary of key issues:
§ - Fighting history of the conflict between the communist
guerillas and paramilitary death squads.

§ - Influence of General Fernando Landazábal on the
Colombian government, military, and paramilitary groups.

§ General significance of this source:
§ - It covers the early ideology of paramilitary groups,
background of the conflict, and connections between the
Colombian government and the death squads.
(Book Cover, 2004)

Secondary Sources II
§ Sanchez-Moreno Maria, There Are No Dead Here, New York:
Bold Type Books, 2018.

§ Summary of key issues:
§ - It covers the case of a federal Colombian police squad
who tried to bring paramilitaries to justice in the 1980s.

§ - Great summary of the obstacles faced by honest law
enforcement in Colombia.

§ This source shows the influence that paramilitary squads
have at multiple levels of government and their
obstruction of justice.

(Book Cover, 2018)

Primary Sources I

§ “Killing Pablo.” CNN, Cable News Network. Last modified
May 25, 2003.
http://edition.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0305/25/cp.00.ht
ml.

§ Summary of key issues/contributions:
§ - Interview with a close associate of Pablo Escobar and
a Lt. Colonel in the Colombian National Police.

§ - Strong contributor to my analysis as it provided one
party among many (that of drug traffickers) who were
able to influence death squads.

§ - It showed complicity from elements in the military
who obstructed justice.
(Pablo Escobar Mugshot in
Medellin, Colombia, 1972)

Primary Sources II

§ “Vigilantes in Colombia Kill Hundreds in a Social Cleansing.” the
New York Times. October 31, 1994.
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/10/31/world/vigilantes-incolombia-kill-hundreds-in-a-social-cleansing.html.

§ Summary of key issues/contributions:
§ - An archived news article detailing the killings of vagrants, street
children and prostitutes by paramilitary squads.

§ - It is important because it provides a firsthand account of the
problems faced by those who seek justice against the death squads.

§ - This article also gives testimony from police officials in the area
who continually denied the existence of death squads.

§ - It provided another example of a lack of prosecution against death
squads as well as a profile of the victims they commonly target in
their operations.

( New York Times Article, 1994)

Conclusions

§ - The Paramilitary partnership with the Colombian
military is a relic from the Cold War which protects
them from prosecution.

§ - Some Colombian conservative politicians see them
as a necessary evil as they take a hard-lined approach
against the "outcasts" of society.

§ - Obstacles encountered in investigations conducted
by honest law enforcement also protect the death
squads from prosecution.

§ - The close association between the Colombian

government and the death squads has resulted in the
lack of prosecution of these paramilitary forces for
their crimes.

A VICE field reporter and a Colombian doctor explore the
sewers of Bogota in search of hiding orphaned children and
addicts to help. (Vice News, 2007)

