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Aries? More like scaries.
ARIES  | 3/21-4/19 

Don’t fight your demons. Absorb them. Feed 
off their essence and let them make you 
stronger.

TAURUS | 4/20-5/20
You can never be too old to go trick-or-
treating, Gemini. 

GEMINI  | 5/21-6/20

Don’t be afraid this Halloween, you are 
the one who others fear. Remember 
that. But also, stay away from dark 
confined spaces…

CANCER  | 6/21-7/22
Don’t be that one house that gives out 
anything but candy. Someone will trick you.

LEO | 7/23-8/22
Don’t have any plans this Halloween, Virgo? 
Do something spooky like watch a horror 
flick, carve pumpkins, or look through your 
Facebook pictures from 2008. Could be fun! 

VIRGO  | 8/23-9/22

If you want some good scares, just look at 
your midterm study guide, Libra. Or, you 
know, your current student debt.

LIBRA  | 9/23-10/22
Don’t believe in things you can’t see. Believe 
in things that are standing right in front of you, 
drooling everywhere, holding a knife, and is 
covered in….hundreds of eyes???

SCORPIO  | 10/23-11/21
Hey Sagittarius, you know what’s really 
scary? Global warming. Also demons.

SAGITTARIUS | 11/22-12/21

Hey Capricorn… OOGA BOOGA!.
CAPRICORN  | 12/22-1/19

Tra-la-la, keep skipping along Aquarius, don’t 
worry about that terrifying monster mound of 
work you’ve been putting off for the last weeks 
worth of “tomorrows.”

AQUARIUS  | 1/20-2/18 PISCES  | 2/19-3/20
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Lake Larsen | Sports Editor

The frightening past of the 
previous mascots

two different colored eyes, a gorgeous coat 
of fur, and, while I didn’t personally know 
him, can only assume he was the goodest 
boy.

1988 was the return of nightmare fuel 
on the WOSC campus. The next version 
of Waldo looked more cuddly than before 
and actually had a cute face with light grey 
fur. However, don’t look too closely into the 
eyes of this demon in disguise. His eyes are 

Western has never been good at 
commitment. In the 156 year history of 
the school, Western has been called by six 
different names. While the name changes 
actually represented the changes in the 
school’s curriculum, Western’s changes in 
other areas show an attempt to try to be 
“hip” and “cool.”

These were the changes of the mascot 
on campus. But calling these creatures 
“mascots” is kind of a disgrace to the term, 
as Western’s previous attempts at a mascot 
can best be described as terrifying and 
hellacious. 

Prior to 1980, the only thing resembling 
a mascot was a stuffed wolf with terrifying 
fangs. Typically a mascot is cute, fun or 
strong. Instead, the students at Oregon 
College of Education were represented by 
a hellhound that would more likely be seen 
tearing the face off a child than cheering on 
a sports team.

In 1981 Western Oregon State College 

attempted a real mascot. Emphasis on the 
term “attempted.” The head of the beast 
named Waldo was made from paper 
maché and the lost soul of a demon. His 
body looked closer to a cross between a 
gorilla and freakishly large dog. Thanks for 
the nightmares, WOSC.

1987 to 1991 saw the best mascot ever 
to bequeath the campus in Monmouth. It 
was a real live Alaskan Malamute. He had 

NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD MASCOTS

Ahhhahahahhhhahhahhahhahahhhah, 
wouldn’t you like to know how you 
would die.

as black as the void and probably are home 
to the students of past years that never 
made it out of finals week with their sanity.

1994 took a turn for WOSC and 
instead of designing the mascot after the 
embodiment of fear, they went for pure 
stupidity. Waldo 3.0 had an enormous 
snout with a foot long tongue hanging out 
of the side of its mouth. Looking at the 
bright red, floppy tongue only brings up 
one question: “why?”

1999 brought home a mascot that 
honestly wasn’t awful. This new wolf was 
still roaming around the campus nearly 20 
years later. 

However, by 2015 Wolfie had definitely 
seen better days. His fur looked closer to 
a shag carpet that had been worn out for 
years. His eyes were matted over and were 
as dead as every student in an 8 a.m. class. 

2016 was the birth of the current Wolfie. 
This Wolfie is actually cute, not terrifying. 
Strong, not stupid. Fun, not horrifying. So, 
I guess, thank you Wolfie for actually being 
normal and not a demon or a dunce.

Illustrations by RACHEL HETZEL
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Guest Editorial: 
ASWOU endorses 
ballot measures
Nathan Holtz | ASWOU 
Senate President

Two weeks ago, ASWOU became the first 
student government in Oregon to endorse 
on ballot measures. We recommend the 
following: YES on Measure 102 and NO 
on Measures 103, 104, 105, and 106.

Before the ASWOU Senate considered 
endorsing, I reached out to the Oregon 
State Legislature Legislative Counsel. 
Legislative Counsel is the team of attorneys 
who draft legislation and answer legal 
questions for legislators and their staff. As 
I work for Senator Frederick, I asked them 
during the September legislative days if 

a public university’s recognized student 
government was legally prohibited from 
taking positions on ballot measures and 
I was told, essentially, that there shouldn’t 
be a problem. After that, we received a 
legal opinion from the Attorney General 
also stating that student governments 
have the legal ability to endorse ballot 
measures (Department of Justice opinion 
no. 8289). The Attorney General’s opinion 
referenced an opinion from the Attorney 
General in 1985 which stated that student 
governments could not take positions on 
ballot measures; however, it continued 
that since then, Oregon law has changed 
and the law in question no longer exists. 
Therefore, student governments are no 

longer prohibited from taking these 
positions.

With this guidance, on Monday, October 
15th, the Senate unanimously passed the 
resolutions. On Wednesday, I received an 
email from WOU’s general counsel telling 
me that it was illegal for ASWOU to take 
positions on ballot measures. I responded 
with the Attorney General’s opinion and 
he said, in effect, that he doesn’t care what 
the Attorney General says. I then met with 
the ASWOU President, Vice President, 
and Senate President Pro Tempore and 
we all signed a letter I wrote stating that 
we are proceeding with the endorsements, 
as is our legal right and ethical duty. On 
Friday, we met with the general counsel 
and during that meeting, he essentially 
conceded that yes, the law in question has 
been changed, but he is still upholding 
an old legal opinion even though the 
Attorney General’s updated legal opinion 
is directly contrary. So, after about an hour, 
we presented him with our letter.

The ASWOU government is steadfast 
in its defense of student rights. The 
WOU Administration has also taken 

the stance that our student clubs and 
organizations cannot take action on 
the ballot measures either. However, 
in the opinion of the State of Oregon, 
we do have that right. If your club or 
organization would like to take action, 
please do and reach out with questions. 
ASWOU is leading this effort and other 
universities are looking to follow suit.

More information on the election 
— including our recommendations 
on measures and neutral information 
— is available at the ASWOU table 
upstairs in the WUC and in the 
ASWOU office downstairs in the 
WUC. The ASWOU government is 
your student government. If you want 
further information, including any of 
the documents I’ve referenced, would 
like to get involved in Senate, or want 
to learn more about ASWOU, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. And don’t 
forget to VOTE BY NOVEMBER 6th!

In a world consumed with Buzzfeed 
quizzes like “Pick Some Donuts and 
We’ll Reveal Your Personality Type,” it 
can be easy to forget that there are real 
resources available to help you learn more 
about yourself, and they aren’t concocted 
by random people online. Amongst 
these resources, the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator, or MBTI, is a prominent and 
useful tool with the power to help people 
understand themselves and the ways that 
they interact with the world around them. 

Being an advocate for knowing your 
MBTI type, it frustrates me to hear the way 
some people scoff at MBTI in a similar 
way that they might with astrology, since 
Myers-Briggs is determined solely by your 
self-reported psychological preferences, 
thereby serving as a descriptive tool and 
not a predictive one.

If you are interested in learning 

your MBTI type, there are a number of 
questionnaires online, which ask about 
attitudes and behaviors you have in 
different situations, that help to determine 
your type. In the end, the result will be 
one of 16 four-letter acronyms that stem 
from four letter pairings: Extraversion or 
Introversion; Sensing or Intuition; Feeling 
or Thinking; and Judging or Perceiving.

In my life, I have taken this test 
several times, and each time I have been 
categorized as an ESTJ — a type known for 
its dedication, honesty and organization, 
but also its stubbornness, difficulty relaxing 
and difficulty expressing emotion.

At first, I mostly thought, “Hey, that 
does sound like me. Cool,” letting the basic 
description of my type’s characteristics 
serve as the extent to which I used Myers-
Briggs. In time, though, I found that the 
most fascinating part of this personality 
assessment for me was in learning more 
about the types of my friends and family. 

The first people I made take the test 
were my parents, and it was enlightening 
to learn that my mom was the complete 
opposite type from me, being an INFP, but 

that my dad and I were both ESTJs. 
Reading more about her type, a number 

of connections started to form in my head 
about why my mom and I approached 
things in such different ways, and it helped 
me put myself in her shoes in a manner I 
hadn’t before.

In alignment with my type, I am a realist 
— instinctively reflecting on things as they 
are, without putting a positive or negative 
spin on them… at least most of the time. 
On the other hand, INFPs are highly 
idealistic, so events normally impact 
people like my mom more deeply than 
they impact me. While I’m often inclined 
to laugh when someone posts a ridiculous 
opinion in social media, posts like this tend 
to affect her with more weight. 

Once I realized that, I found it easier to 
be patient with both of us. We are wired 
pretty differently — but that’s okay.

In addition to the element of self-
discovery, Myers-Briggs can also be 
helpful in trying to figure out what careers 
could mesh well with your strengths, or 
in evaluating relationships with friends 
and romantic partners. These things can 

be fascinating to ponder; however, 
I definitely wouldn’t suggest basing 
important decisions solely off of their 
insights.

One fun and easy way to get an 
idea of the personality types you 
naturally connect with is to create a 
list of friends and family’s types as 
you learn them. I have one that I add 
to regularly in my phone, and I’ve 
found that comparing people with the 
same types has helped me to recognize 
common characteristics of the different 
personalities.

With that in mind, there is certainly 
something to be said for the fact that 
there are more than sixteen distinct 
people in the world — no one is a 
stereotype, and I’m not suggesting that 
people be confined to their type’s typical 
qualities. Growth is always something 
that should be encouraged, but it can 
help to know where you’re starting.

At the end of the day, the most 
beautiful thing about Myers-Briggs is 
that it can be used in whichever of these 
ways are helpful to you. 

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in guest editorials are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Western Howl. 

DISCOVERY THROUGH PERSONALITY
How knowing MBTI can help 
you see the world differently
Bailey Thompson | News Editor 
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