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Our Rural Department

The rural school still suffers from
the traditional attitude of people
from all walks of life. Even the
farmer himself has been wont to look
upon the town or city school as be-
ing upon a higher plane than the
schools of the country. A majority
of students who enter preparatory
work for teaching do so with the
hope that they will teach in urban
schools.

Tradition indicates that it is per-
fectly proper to teach in a city school
while it is doubtful form to announce
that one is preparing to take charge
of a rural school. Yet, more than
half of the teachers of the United
States are working in rural schools
and considerably more than half of
the teaching positions in Oregon are
in country communities.

Recognizing this fact, the Rural
Department of the Oregon Normal
has sought to broaden the view of its
students, to lead them to build for
themselves a knowledge of conditions
and institutions of rural life, and to
break down tradition that places the
boys and girls of the country districts
on a lower plane than the children
of the city. The school is the one ru-
ral institution in which every parent
and every taxpayer has a personal
interest. It -is the most available
center in nearly all neighborhoods
and should be recognized by teachers
and patrons as the best factor in the
enlivening and upbuilding of the com-
munity. The courses in rural home-
making, agriculture and rural prob-
lems take cognizance of these facts
and endeavor to give a vision of pos-
sibilities of service in the country
school and community that place this
work upon as high a plane as that of
any profession.

Then each student is required to
spend six weeks in observation and

teaching in one of the five rural|thinks. -

schools, Elkins, Eola, Mountain View,| Since the aim of education is to
Oak Point and Rickreall, which are|prepare for service, each subject in
‘training centers for the Normal.|the curriculum should function to-
This enables every student to demon-| ward that end and the children should
strate, by means of his own observa-:be taught to understand the why of
tion and experience, what rural teach-|each subjéct so - they will feel that
ing is and to realize what is the rela- | their efforts in that line have a direct
tion of the teacher and school to thebearing on their lives and so take the
Test of the community. These train- proper attitude toward the subject
ing centers are in charge of trained in hand. ‘

teachers of rural experience who are| Geography in the hands of a well
competant to guide the students in prepared teacher and one filled with
forming habits of teaching and school a desire to open eyes that see not
management that are most productive and ears that hear not can do much
in ‘the education of the children and:toward arousing her pupils to vision
in making the school an institutionfthemselves as a part of the busy,

of service in the development and up-
building of the community.

We are looking forward to the day
when it will be possible to add a
practical course in rural supervision
for mature students who have had
experience in the rural field. We be-

K helping throng.

The geography department of the
Oregon Normal School is now in its
“infancy but it has the advantage of
a good heridity and as for its environ-
ment that cannot be surpassed.
Chief -among its illustrious ancestors

lieve that such a course would be;are Thomas Gentle, L. P. Gilmore,
valuable in producing leaders in!and Homer Dodds. This infant de-

rural school progress in the state.

partment is alert and desirous of

W. G. Beattie. | keeping apace with the demands of

Geography Department

Geography teaching in olden days
dealt with the memorizing of facts
and the location of places without
references to reasons and 80 was a
memory exercise rather than a stim-
ulus to the reasoning power.

Modern treatment tends to break
away from the text book assignment

the times. It will take an intelli-
gence test every so often to obtain
its rating and it is to be hoped that
its I. Q. will be satisfactory.

There will be a slight change in
the course for next term. The meth-
od courses will deal with the how in
their particular divisions.

Pauline Bond, M_ildredatovitt and
Ann Wilson drove to Portland last

and recitation which were all too rweek to hear Jascha Heifetz.
deadening and to arouse in the minds| Mr. and Mrs. Schutte and Miss Ha-

of the children a vital interest in the
throbbing world. The aim - from the
primary grades on is to open the
eyes of the children to the fact that
they live in a wonderful palace of a
million rooms, some of whose doors
have been opened for the benefit of
mankind while others remain sealed
waiting the magic touch of him who

zel Hickethier spent Sunday with
Mrs. J. E. Yoakum.

Misses LaVelle Wood and Lois
Criswell spent Sunday with Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Criswell at Oregon City.
Instructor (in ‘Science)—“How many

kinds of force are there?”
Student—  “Three, mental force,

physical force, and----police force.”

O

“No, Gertrude, where are they?

- “At Millers’, Helen, they have several pretty new Spring

styles.”

“When did they come in?”

“Oh, just this week, I understand. They have the new
light gray, the bob#link, the Jack Rabbit, and some new
shades of brown.

some have one or two straps, and some have the new lat-
tice front.”

“How are the heels?”
“Just right, I think.”

“I believe I will go down this evening and see them, for I
need a new pair.”
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§ “Did you see the new slippers?”
:

§

Some of them have the apron front,
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